
A Fond Farewell 

 

Dear Ponderosa Families, 
 
Goodbye's are never easy for me.  As I write this last letter to say farewell, I'm reminded of just 
how lucky I have been to be the principal at your school.  My eight years at Ponderosa will 
forever be among the fondest of memories that I shall always keep near and dear to my 
heart.  Your surprise farewell retirement parade on Friday was truly a very touching and 
emotional time for me; being able to see you all and say goodbye in person meant more to me 
than you could ever know.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart!  
 
I will deeply miss our school community.   I will miss greeting students and families at the 
student drop off lane before and after school, the many smiles and hugs, playing four-square at 
recess, listening to students sing at our music programs, watching the Panda Prowl, and eating 
popcorn during our PTA movie nights.  I will miss listening to the sounds of teaching and 
learning as I visit classrooms, and I will simply miss seeing children as they travel throughout 
the halls of Ponderosa.  I will miss all of these things, and so much more. 
 
Please know that I have loved every minute of my time at Ponderosa Elementary.  Thank you 
for being patient with me when I fell down on the job, for being supportive of me when we tried 
new things, and for always being there for our students and our staff.  I will miss each and every 
one of you, and sincerely hope our paths will have the occasion to cross now and again.    
 
Although I do not know what the fall will bring as far as what teaching and learning will look like, 
what I can tell you is that you will be, without a doubt, in the best of hands.  Until then, please 
relax, have fun, and enjoy a restful summer. 
 
Wishing you all the very best, 
 
Kandi Smith 
Principal 
Ponderosa Elementary 
 
#KeepingThePandaLove! 


